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BILLS INTRODUCED IN THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
OF THE STATE OF TAMIL NADU

Under Rule 130 of the Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly Rules, the
following Bill which was introduced in the Legislative Assembly of the
State of Tamil Nadu on 24th January, 2026 is published together wit
Statement of Objects and Reasons for general information:- &

L.A.Bill No. 6 of 2026

A Bill to provide for regulation, managemen
augmentation of water resources through participa
governance, to achieve equity, efficiency and sustainabi @
in the use of water resources in the State of Tamil Nad
the purpose

Short title, extent and

commencement.
(2) It extends
Tamil Nadu.
(3) It shall
Government m
Definitions. 2. (1 ’bstext otherwise requires,—

the process of exiraction or
y water resources;

icer” means the officer appointed

udichtiag S
n (1) slét:tion 31;
appellatecauthority” means the authority notified

-secti f Section 19;
(d)» “appellate officer” means the officer notified under

sub-sectign ( section 32;

1%

(e)~“appropriate quality” means quality of water which
in compliance with all applicable standards that are binding
under any law in force at the time;

(f)  “aquifer” means a geological formation, group of
formations or part of a formation that is sufficiently porous and
permeable to yield a significant quantity of water to a well or
spring;
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(g) “authorisation” refers to any approval, clearance,
licence, no objection certificate, permission or exemption, by

whatever name called, granted under this Act;

(h) “Authority” means the Tamil Nadu Water
Resources Management Authority established under
sub-section (1) of section 5;

(i) “basin” means a geographical area determin
by the watershed limit of a system of waters, which flow into
the ocean or sea either directly or through another State, or into
a natural lake or depression with no outlet;

() “commercial water user” means any perso
entity, including but not limited to industries, i

2 lowlands a ; relatively flat

adjo river or any
flooding from that river or

cies;
.56 rea notified under

rNe State Government;

(o) “flood
section 23;

£
"m

low the surface in the zone of
extracted through wells or by any

atica
whic:%m;rges as springs and base flows in

gr %er Protection Zone” means the area

21;

it exists

(s)’&gpementing Authority” means the officer or
authority@iqn ted under sub-section (1) of section 14;

(t) *“pollution” shall have the same meaning assigned
Central/Act 6 to it in clause (e) of section 2 of the Water (Prevention and
of Control of Pollution) Act, 1974;
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(u) “precautionary principle” refers to an approach
that advocates the adoption of anticipatory, preventive or

mitigating cost-effective measures to prevent environmental

degradation where there are threats of serious or irreversible

damage, irrespective of the lack of full scientific certainty

regarding such threats;

(v) “prescribed” means prescribed by rules mad

under this Act;

(w) “preventive action” refers to action taken

he

preclude injury to, or adverse effects on persons, prop
environment or the ecological system;

s
way to a riveg, its tributaries

(zb) “river Cons Zone” means the area notified
under section 24;

a natyral point where groundwater
to surface of the earth, driven by

ki ns the State of Tamil Nadu;

asift, means the catchment area of the
(zd)ssurface water” means and includes all natural
and artificial, inland water such as rivers, watercourses,

kes, floodplains, wetlands, inlets, canals, pools, ponds and
ervoirs existing within the territory of the State;

(zh) “sustainability”, in the context of the availability
and use of water, means using water in a way that meets current
ecological, social, and economic needs without compromising
the ability to meet those needs in the future;
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(zi) “transfer of bulk water” refers to the transfer of
raw or treated potable water in bulk through vehicles, open

channels, pipelines or a combination of these from a source
to an area lacking a local water source, whether for domestic,
infrastructure or industrial use in rural or urban area, irrespective
of the time frame for such transfer;

(zj) “treated wastewater” means water generated fro

the treatment of sewage, sullage and effluents;

(zk) “water” means surface water and groundwater;

(zl) “water bodies” means all water storag
conveyance systems including ponds, tanks, lakes, ri
reservoirs, canals, channels and streams eith i @
naturally or created artificially; CJ

e@Tl‘e, where
ir o prevent

tojwatey scarcity;
efers to surface waters,
rivers, springs, natural
channels in whi WS reg&g@ or intermittently,
wetlands, lakes, ponds or reseryoi o which or from
which water#flo and omemction of water which
g by notif'céeiqn, declare to be a water
e§og‘§s kanagement” refers to the
ated régﬁl, ion and management of water,
s o maximise economic and social

t ‘compromising the sustainability of
e environment;

r fesources management plans” refers to
il Ngd er Resources Management Plan and the

istrict Watek%e ources Management Plan published under
sections d’27, respectively;

H

proposed single or multi-purpose plans or systems in the areas
of agriculture, drinking water, hydropower, flood prevention and
management, sanitation, storage, water treatment or any other
area of water use or management, whether owned or managed
by a governmental or non-governmental entity;
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(zs) “water security” means securing and safeguarding
the sustainable access to adequate quantities of acceptable

quality of water for sustaining livelihoods, human well-being
and socio-economic development, for ensuring protection
against water-borne pollution and water-related disasters and
for preserving ecosystems;

(zt) “watershed” means the ridge or line of high lan
separating two areas such that rainwater falling on one side ,of
the line drains on that side and cannot pass to the other side,
and by extension, the area bounded by the ridge, generally

used to denote a small local area bounded by low ridg
sometimes also a large area bounded by high hills;

Essential principles
of water resources
management. accordance wit

anaged and augmented in
i ifitiples, namely:—
i ite and vu@ble resource, essential
to sustain Jife, tb&r vironment;
ement and augmentation of
F%d a participatory approach,

, plannerg’and policymakers, at all levels;

b) the regulatio

conomic value in all its competing

ere ised as an economic good;
reseurces are common pool resources;

(e) thesyse of water resources shall be prioritised in

e order of ter for life, water for food security, water for
sustaina@KeI oods and water for ecosystem needs;

(f) Water resource management shall be based on
social equality, economic viability and ecological sustainability;

(g) the preventive action principle;

(h) the precautionary principle.
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(2) The essential principles shall—

(a) guide the Authority, Committee and Implementing
Authorities in the exercise of their powers and performance of
their functions relating to water resources;

(b) form the basis for the formulation of all plans
relating to water resources management in the State;

(c) form the basis for all the decisions to grant or refuse
to grant authorisations to activities that involve the abstracti
or transportation or use of water resources or that ot ise
have an impact on water resources or related ecosyste

er Prohibition against
ty, discrimination.

5. (1) The by“notification, establish Establishment of
an Authority, to i ater Resources  the Tamil Nadu
and augment the  Water Resources

AN ’Qf Management
) ’ﬁ ] Authority.
lished under sub-section (1)
aﬁ%ﬁerpetual succession and a
&wo rry on all things necessary

hall consist of the following

(a) Chief Secretary to Government, who shall be
officio;

MSecretary to Government, in charge of
Finance,@ﬁ&ﬁﬁcio;

~/
(c) Secretary to Government, in charge of
Municipal Administration and Water Supply, ex-officio;

(d) Secretary to Government, in charge of
Agriculture and Farmer’s Welfare, ex-officio;

(e) Secretary to Government, in charge of
Industries, Investment Promotion and Commerce, ex-officio;
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(f) Secretary to Government, in charge of
Environment, Climate Change and Forests, ex-officio;

(g) Secretary to Government, in charge of Rural
Development and Panchayat Raj, ex-officio;

(h) Secretary to Government, in charge of
Tourism, Culture and Religious Endowments Department

ex-officio;

(i) Secretary to Government, in charge of Water
Resources, who shall be the Member Secretary, ex-officio;

(j) three eminent experts in the field of
resources or related fields, to be nominated by the Govern

(4) The Authority may co-opt not
it may deem fit, in such manner

ial inv%to the

anfa wances

east oncg in six months
rperson.

presile over the meetings
ny rea e Chairperson is
mit vany other member

side over the meeting.

Meetings of the
Authority.

the totdl ndmber of members of the
the hﬁ%:son, shall constitute the
isio 1S %e thority shall be taken by a
D pgs/ nt and voting:

in_the event of equality of votes, the
i absence, the member nominated under
e the casting vote.
(4) The irperson shall have the power of general
ndence, ¥direction and control of the affairs of the
Authority/an hout prejudice to any provisions of this Act,

xercise ischarge such other powers and functions of the
hority as“Fﬁay be prescribed.

(5) All decisions of the Authority shall be signed by the
Chairperson or the Member Secretary.
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(6) If the Chairperson or any member of the Authority
has any direct or indirect financial or other interest in any matter
coming up for consideration at a meeting of the Authority, they
shall, as soon as possible after the relevant circumstances have
come to their knowledge, disclose the nature of their interest
upon such matter for consideration and such disclosure shall
be recorded in writing and the Chairperson or member, as the
case may be, shall not take part in any deliberation or decisio
of the Authority with respect to such matter.

7.No act or proceedings of the Authority shall be invalidated s of the
merely by reason of, — Authority not to be
idated.
(a) any vacancy or any defect, in the constitution o
Authority; @

werms and conditions
i : of appointment

of nominated
members of the

defect in the appointment or nomination o
thority; or

Authority.
ay, at any timé,\lyy writing
the Authority, r@ﬁ from his
9. If, at any point of it appears to t vernment that Removal from
a nominated or co-opted as conducted himself in a  membership of the
manner unfit to ice ee ilty of misconduct or  Authority.

e rament renders his

i uthority as expedient,
ing s member, a reasonable
n btyd

neglect, which i

er, remove such member

%{t purposes of this Act, have Powers of the
: Authority.

State Water Policy and revision

arati of the State Water Resources
Ma ement nahd modifications thereof;

£ ]
t) d&termination and fixation of tariffs for various
classes mercial water user;

%)

(d) make appointment of officers, staff and consultants
for the Authority as may be required from time to time to assist
the Authority in the discharge of its functions;

(e) identification of authorities to be designated as the
Implementing Authorities in the State at various levels;
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(f) defining the roles and responsibilities of

Implementing Authorities;

(g) assigning specific duties to the Implementing
Authorities such as regulation, management and augmentation
of the water resources, ensuring sustainable use, monitoring
water quality and quantity and enforcing compliance with all
applicable standards of water that are binding under any law i
force;

(h) requiring any Implementing Authority to collect and

submit such information in such form and manner as*i
direct;

(i) requiring any Government depart
organisation to furnish such information as j

iﬁ ofo#s and staff;

(n) deciding a i ay be placed

before the Authority by mittees and Implementing
Authorities; éQ

ical gr inistrative assistance
inds’ of the Government as it

functions.

Duties and functions 1.
of the Authority.

co-ordinate, promote and
sources management practices
ith'the essential principles, with the

in the State i C
overall objective of er?s%? ater security for all in compliance
the provisions oq' ct. The Authority shall ensure—
a

e access to adequate quantity of

(b)’mg ntion of water pollution, discharge of
untreate%e into rivers, streams and water bodies and
inatl

amin Qg,'of surface and groundwater;

(c) conservation, protection and preservation of the
water resources, considering the environment, climate change
and the challenges posed by climate change;

(d) preservation of ecosystems and biodiversity,
promoting a sustainable model of development;
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(e) adaptation and mitigation measures against the
impact of climate change.

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of sub-section
(1), the functions of the Authority shall include—
(a) to review the laws in force in the State, guidelines
and systems in place regarding water resources regulation
management and augmentation by and between vario

t

Implementing Authorities and recommend to the Governm
necessary changes to make them compatible with this Act,

remove overlapping of functions or jurisdictions, defin
roles and responsibilities including new responsibilitie
align institutional structure with the essential principles of w @
resources management;
standardsef CJ

o review the current practices a

junctive
ste water,
o enhance
posed water

ppl mentation through
d use of treated

@g the Implementing

tneeds of water resources
r basin;

T‘uf%lementation of the Tamil Nadu

meént Plan.

(3) The Authority shall perform the following functions
tati 0 e Tamil Nadu Water Resources
out prejudice to the functions under this

®
g) %hitoring the preparation and implementation of
istrict r Resources Management Plans and maintaining a
database ofB'Factices adopted or measures taken in pursuance
of such plans;
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(b) conducting information, education  and
communication activities, as well as capacity building

programmes in relation to water resources management
including creation of awareness and knowledge on water
resources management at the district, block, municipal and
village panchayat levels;
(c) consolidating and maintaining a database o
information relating to sinking and creation of other groundwater

abstraction sources;

(h) to promote
water resources manage

Q@‘er resources and
a@a ay be prescribed;
and equitable water

daptive infrastructure in all
arfagement;

nctions as may be prescribed.

District Water ent shall, by notification, constitute a
Resources eso Committee for each district, consisting
Committee.

i rs, namely:—
(a)s 'D\ ict Collector, who shall be the Chairperson,

ex-officio;

(E)Nﬁn officer of the Water Resources Department,
not below the rank of Executive Engineer or Deputy Director
(Geology), who shall be the Member Secretary;

(c) an officer of the Rural Development and Panchayat
Raj Department, not below the rank of Executive Engineer or
Assistant Director of Panchayats;
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(d) an officer of any one of the urban local bodies
in the district, not below the rank of Executive Engineer or

Commissioner ;
(e) an officer of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board, not below the rank of District Environmental Engineer;
(f) an officer of the Agriculture Department, not
below the rank of Joint Director;

(g) the General Manager, District Industries Centr:

(h) an officer of the Tamil Nadu Water Supp
Drainage Board in the district, not below the rank of Exec
Engineer;

of water rrce

ast OCBA three months

at such time and place as‘app by the Chairperson.
utandis apply in
.@e re not inconsistent
ary fu {Bhs of the District Water Functions of the
shall H&identify and address water-  District Water
parey monitor and implement the  Resources
trict Water Budgets and District ~ Committee.

P:
dﬁqﬁ?ﬁ%nt Plans in compliance with the

agement Plan.

he Distrigct Water Resources Committee shall
m the follewing other functions, namely:—

s (a assist the Authority in discharge of its
functions m'(}»be necessary and to comply with the directions
of the Au@m/;
~
(b) to guide and coordinate with the Implementing

Authorities towards implementing the components of the plans
and provisions of this Act;
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(c) to facilitate inter-sectoral collaboration,
promoting water resources management including conjunctive

use, climate resilience and water use efficiency;

(d) to carry out water supply augmentation
through conservation, recharge, rain water harvesting and use
of treated waste water;

(e) to facilitate open data sharing, encoura
research and innovation and coordinate capacity building;

(f) to facilitate water sharing to rural an ban

local bodies having water scarcity;

Implementing
Authority.

Duties and functi
of the Imple

Authorities.
iples of

under @Act;
var Resources

(c) i relating to water resources

(d) r@!ols and standards
: ag& nt, including permitted,
ted activiti relating to regulation,

Qa%sq f water resources;
tariff,{, etermined and fixed by the
coordinate with other Implementing
i as well as with the Authority, to

he’provisions of this Act;

(g)sm vailable or cause to make available in the
public do aih,\gll topographical, geological, meteorological,
hydrologicalsub-soil, land use and other water related data
ilable witkvthem, in such manner as may be prescribed;

(h) submit such data and reports to the Authority, from
time to time, for demarcation of Groundwater Protection Zones,
Floodplain Zones and River Conservation Zones;

(i) perform such other functions as may be prescribed.



TAMIL NADU GOVERNMENT GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY 91

16. (1) In carrying out their functions under this Act, the Powers to enter,
Implementing Authorities shall have the power to — inspect and seize,

etc.
(a) enter upon any land or building and to inspect or

take specimens from any well, soil, water resources or other

materials;

(b) to seize and take possession of any equipmen
utilised in contravention of the provisions of this Act;

(c) seal any well used for groundwater abstraction
contravention of the provisions of this Act;

(d) close, prohibit or regulate any activity, operati
process being carried out in contravention of the isions'of i’Z j
this Act;

shall on and from the Regulation of
stramanspor’( water  abstraction and
thereto without obtaining  transportation of
rr@;z? Authority: water.

y er users already

ater smot continue to abstract

itho obtéhu‘qg authorisation from the

Autho within six months from the
, this
n

a% authorisation granted by the
abstraction or transportation of water

enc nt of this Act, shall be deemed to be
i %under this Act and it shall be valid for
ifioekin

h authorisation.

Every pcommercial water user for obtaining such
atiohp shéll make an application to the relevant
Impleme Authority directly, by post or online accompanied
ith such™fee and such documents, as may be prescribed, as
y be notified in the Tamil Nadu Government Gazette.
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(3) Subject to such inspection in the manner as may be
prescribed and genuineness of documents accompanied with

the application under sub-section (2), the authorisation shall be
granted through post or online within such time and in such form
and manner, as may be prescribed. The authorisation shall be
subject to such terms and conditions, as may be prescribed:
Provided that in order to prevent decline in the water tabl

or deterioration in water quality or other effects that may_be
detrimental to the continued availability of appropriate qua
water, the Implementing Authorities may, at any time after the
issue of authorisation, modify, amend or cancel the te (
authorisation, for reasons to be recorded, after affordin
opportunity of being heard either permanently or for,

or apartments or group

ing omestic purposes;
poses;

cgg
mggby the State and Central
I

cal’bodies;
ra

nd ($e?;t Government educational
pitals 6% structures;

ivate ‘}q;zational institutions and private

d rural

(f) Mi mall and Medium Enterprises except
d dgin ater units, abstracting water not more than

such qua urﬁ‘s; may be prescribed;
g ops and establishments abstracting water not

re than such quantum as may be prescribed;

(h) charitable institutions, offices of the Central and
State Government, administrative offices of the public sector
undertakings, Armed Forces Establishment and Central Armed
Police Force Establishment;

(i) any other category of water user abstracting water
not more than such quantum as may be prescribed.
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18. (1) The Implementing Authority that has granted Suspension or
an authorisation under this Act may, of its own motion, or on  cancellation of

application filed before it or referred to it, suspend or cancel authorisation.
such authorisation if it is satisfied that —
(a) it is necessary to suspend or cancel such
authorisation to ensure the availability of water for life or to
prevent danger to life, public health or irreversible harm to the

ecosystem; or

(b) the person to whom the authorisation was grant
has acted in contravention of the terms and conditions subject
to which it was granted, or in contravention of the provisi
this Act.

against orders

{ﬁp er sections 17
f nd 18.
ZT\/

thority may, at its/discretion,
onttl for preferring such
uffiCient cause for

nsidering all the circumstances of the case,
der as it ms just and equitable within a period
@e date of receipt of the appeal.
. (1)’% uthority shall, with the approval of the Tariff for abstraction of
% and revise tariff, from time to time, for water.

Govern
bstracti 2/ ater by commercial water user.

(2) The Authority shall be guided by such factors as
may be prescribed for the determination of tariff fixed or revised
under sub-section (1).
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Groundwater 21. (1) The Authority shall make recommendations to
Protection Zones.  the Government to demarcate and notify the Groundwater

Protection Zones in the identified areas in the State, based on
the report of the Implementing Authorities, from time to time.

(2) On the recommendation of the Authority having
regard to —

(a) the most recent and dynamic groundwat
resource assessments ;

(b) the applicable Water Resources Mana ent
Plans for the concerned area;

(c) the nature of the aquifer, existing use d use
groundwater availability, and the social, envir
Ccono implications;

tion \ovfes, the
uality of groundwater shall

in suclmanner as may be

Gyoundwater Protection
e% enforced by the

ion and consultation with

, h’éﬂywithin such time from its
r@ed, cause surveys of rivers
out

in Z’o? and River Conservation Zones
w g flood risk and protecting natural

S be conserved and protected in such
cribed by the relevant Implementing

(1) Th ority shall make recommendations to the

overnment &Lr emarcation of Floodplain Zones and list of

activities@bi ed or restricted therein, based on the report of
Implementing Authorities, from time to time.

Surveys and Mapping 22. (1
of Rivers and
Floodplains.

Floodplain Zones.

(2) On the recommendations of  the
Authority, the Government may, by notification in the
Tamil Nadu Government Gazette,—
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(a) demarcate floodplains or any part thereof into
Floodplain Zones for such frequencies of floods as they deem

appropriate, marking the highest flood level for each Floodplain
Zone;

(b) specify the list of activities prohibited, restricted or
regulated in the Floodplain Zones in such manner as may be
prescribed.

(3) After notification of the Floodplain Zones, their limits
shall be marked by boundary stones or other suitable marks by

the relevant Implementing Authorities.

(4) The rules relating to the Floodplain Zones
be adopted, implemented and enforced by releva Q }
Implementing Authorities. C

Authority shall make recommendations to t Ri%c?nservation
ne

o

, restricted, or
Zones, in such manner as

@er onservation Zones
nforced by the relevant

5

Implementing Authorities, Management and
resources management and augmentation of
ulations, guidelines and plans  water resources.
d shall—

%e components identified under the
es*Wlanagement Plan and District Water

ent Plan in compliance with this Act;

(93
recharge(s

rescribedy

(c) adopt conjunctive use of surface water and
groundwater;

td§1 ify suitable places for construction of artificial
tures in such form and in such manner as may
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Tamil Nadu Water
Resources

Management Plan:

(d) adopt measures for water conservation through
guidelines on optimising water usage and regulate the
abstraction or transportation of water by commercial water
users from the water resources in the State and by promoting
usage of treated waste water;

(e) prioritise utilisation of treated waste water for
gardening, cooling purposes in water-intensive industries and
gated communities, in such manner as may be prescribed;_

(f) formulate guidelines for prevention of the sea
water intrusion in coastal aquifers as may be prescribeds

(2) With a view to ensure optimum utilisation of ground
and surface water and formation of hydraulic bagfier against
seawatet intrusion, the Government shall issue instructions for
implementing artificial recharge schemes.

26. (1) ThewAuthority shall prepare’ a “State Water
Resources Management Plan called the/ Tamil Nadu®Water
Resaurces Management’ Plan, within such, time from the
establishment of the:/Authority as may be.prescribed. \

Rlan shall have the overall objective of securing water

the State. ,\/

(3)4 The Tamil Nadu"Water Resources Mg}r?gement
Plan shall foe prepared based on the terms as@: d by the

(2) 4The Jamil"Nadu Water Resources ManaQ

Authority‘and shall address and.comprise of bdt ngt limited to

the follewing, namely:— . ( ’
(a) Water Sedurity Rlan for the entifé State;

(b) Watembudgetfor the en 'F‘e\, te;

(c) the overarching Stateﬂ&«;l Master plan on water
resources management which shaNovide inputs, guidelines
for preparation of the District 5’@ Resources Management
Plans and its implementati/pn'

(d)y, proposals ,owr—l king of rivers, tanks and
othér water bodies to ma and store the excess flood water
and on mfrastructure &gr/ve the drought prone area;

(e) plans manage, protect and conserve
groundwater and rces;

(f) Groundwater Protection Zones and
formulate pIa anage, protect and conserve groundwater,
its resou(éé)a the Groundwater Protection Zones;

(g)“management and utilisation of river water and
rain water getting drained into sea.

(4) The Tamil Nadu Water Resources Management
Plan shall be the basis for preparation of the District Water
Resources Management Plans which shall be a subset of the
State Water Resources Management Plan and shall detail the
components of State plan for implementation at district and
village levels.

7y
O/

- LY
}0
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(5) The Authority shall consult all Implementing
Authorities and relevant stakeholders in such manner as may

be prescribed, for the preparation of the Tamil Nadu Water
Resources Management Plan.

(6) The Tamil Nadu Water Resources Management
Plan shall be prepared for a period of fifteen years and shall
have phasing plan for every five years.

(7) The Tamil Nadu Water Resources Management
Plan shall provide necessary inputs towards preparation of
the Water Budget, Flood Risk Management Plan an
Regulations and Guidelines which shall be formulated
the provisions of this Act.

/

Ce

T: Madu District Water
lan i the Resources

itiee’ shall, in  Management Plans.
Resources Za ment Plan

ribed/prepare the District
jstrict concerned,
illage level for a period of
for every five years.

Q@
=]

cesA anagement Plan
proval within such time

S e, after the District Water
cﬂgr; s been submitted to the
n.g, time as may be prescribed, the
5\@;, nt to the Committee concerned to
lan in the District Gazette.

id
ater r%ces managementplans framed under Review of Water
all be valid,and binding for a period of fifteen years  Resources
he date @f notification, unless climatic, geological = Management
-ge’b% | events require them to be reviewed and Plans.
arliepr

amende@\

Providedthat the Government may, if they deem necessary,
direct the Authority to undertake such review of the State Water
Resources Management Plan within such period as may be
specified by the Government.
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(2) The process of review of all the water resources
management plans shall begin at such time before their expiry

as may be prescribed and shall be completed before the expiry
of the plan period.
CHAPTER-V.
PENALTY FOR CONTRAVENTION. &
’

Penalty for 29. (1) Any commercial water user who abstracts
contravention. transports water without authorisation, shall be liable to pen
of twenty thousand rupees or twenty times of the tariff fixed
under sub-section (1) of section 20 for the quantity of wa
abstracted or transported, whichever is higher and in ca
second or subsequent contravention, shall be liabl

®

es any other provisions
be liable to a
penalty of not exceeding'ten and rupees and in case of
n,s be liable to a penalty

taminates any water
vironmental harm shall be
mediatiohof such harm.

Where a on%gtio of any of the provisions of
ad’ehgz under has been committed by
n

eh%wr o, at the time the contravention
in_charge of, and was responsible to, the
e cofduct of the business of the company as

ompany, shall be deemed to have contravened
shall be liable fora penalty specified under this Act:

Contravention by
companies.

ided,that’nothing contained in this sub-section shall
Wperson liable to any penalty provided in this

render a
ct, if he'proves that the contravention was committed without
h knowledﬁ'é or that he had exercised all due diligence to
prevent such contravention.
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(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section
(1), where any such contravention has been committed by

a company and it is proved that the contravention has been
committed with the consent or connivance of or is attributable to
any neglect on the part of, any director, manager, secretary or
other officer of the company, such director, manager, secretary
or other officer, shall also be deemed to have contravened and

shall be liable for a penalty specified under this Act.

Explanation.— For the purposes of this section,—

(a) “company” means any body corporate and i
a trust, a firm, a society or other association of individuals

(b) “director” in relation to —

a ﬁicg&%
pos&g, alty in
ay(apr as many

may, summon and enforce
quai ith the facts and

circumstances of t ive eviden€e/or to produce any
document, which.i ini @judicating officer, may
be useful fg 2 e sqpéi‘ matter of the inquiry and

thatthe person concerned has

satisfie
f rovisions of this Act, he may
penalty as h%m it:

.
Provided tha no%enalty shall be imposed without

giving a reasonable oppJriunity of being heard.

2. (1) Any per vho is aggrieved by an order passed by Appeal.
he i icer bmder section 31 may prefer an appeal
to the appellate/ofiicer as may be notified by the Government
i milyN overnment Gazelte within sixty days from

the date ré’ogipt of the order, in such manner as may be
prescribed;

Provide?j/that an appeal may be admitted after the expiry
of the period of sixty days, if the appellate officer is satisfied
that the appellant had sufficient cause for not preferring the
appeal within that period.



100 TAMIL NADU GOVERNMENT GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY

(2) The appellate officer may, after giving the parties
to the appeal an opportunity of being heard, pass such order as
he may think fit.

(3) The appellate officer shall dispose of the appeal
within sixty days from the date of filing of appeal.

33. If the penalty imposed under section 31 or section 3 covery.
as the case may be, is not deposited in such manner as ma
prescribed, the amount due shall be recovered as an arrear of
land revenue as per Tamil Nadu Revenue Recovery Act,1864.

34. Nothing contained in this Act shall be deem
prevent any person from being prosecuted under a - under 0®aws.
for any act or omission which constitutes a contr.

CHAPTER-VI.
UNTS AND AU

nt may make sugh grants a‘r&]ts by the
' ec SsaN Government.
i fits dufie

/l%su h Budget of the
g i itSybudget  Authority.
3 % i ipts and

nd shall forward tme to the

gﬂ)be maintained Accounts and

may be prescribed. audit.

Il prepa annual statement

e Authority shall be audited
itor as the Government may

.
NXI-’I}PTER-VII.
CELLANEOUS.
overnment may, from time to time, issue such Power of the
irections to the Authority as they may deem fit, notinconsistent ~ Government to give

provisiegs‘of this Act and it shall be the duty of the  directions.
uthority to cbq;) with such directions.

39. sovernment shall undertake a comprehensive Compatibility review.
iew of all laws or legal provisions in force in the State, relating
to water, water resources or water resources management
within two years from the date of coming into force of this Act,
so as to ascertain their compatibility with this Act.
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40. (1) The Government may make rules to carry out all or Power of the

any of the purposes of this Act. Government to

make, S.
(2) (a) All rules made under this Act shall be

published in the Tamil Nadu Government Gazette and unless
they are expressed to come into force on a particular day, shall
come into force on the day on which they are so published.

(b) All notifications issued under this Act shall,
unless they are expressed to come into force on a particular
day, shall come into force on the day on which they are so
published.

(3) Every rule or notification made or the order is

| of the Power of the

Tamil Na vernment Authority

ith provisions to make Regulations.
nder tojcarry out the

of this Act or the rul
purposes of this Act.

42. If any diffi i i i ect to the provisions Power to remove
of this Act, the Go r published in the difficulties.
Tamil Nadu Govern : uch provisions not

ct as appear to them to
of tw rom the a.teg?hg;

r?rsying such difficulty:
hall be made after the expiry
mmencement of this Act.

43. No suit, prosebu\tiivor other legal proceeding shall lie Protection of action
against any of the members, officers or staff of the Authority, taken in good faith.
Committee or Implementing Authority, in respect of anything
do i ded_to be_done by them in good faith, in the

ischarge of thej ial functions or in exercise of the powers
i \C les or regulations.

44. (1)4hisActshall be in addition to, and notin derogation Conflict with other
xisting qr/other laws relating to water, water resources or  laws.

ter resources management in the State, and shall be read

harmoniously with all such other laws.
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(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section
(1), orin any State laws for the time being in force in the State,

where there is a conflict between the provisions of this Act and
any other State law relating to water, water resources or water
resources management in the State, the provisions of this Act
shall take precedence and have an overriding effect.
Annual report. 45. The Authority shall prepare for every year a repo
e

of its activities during that year and submit the report to
Government in such form and on or before such date as m
be prescribed.

Exemption. 46. The Government may, by notification and for rea

to be specified therein, exempt any water user from_any of

Members, officers a
staff of the Auth e Authority and
and Committe to be a puﬁli%'
be public se y i i tion 2 e

n Area, Groun er Tamil Nadu Act 27 of

Y 1987.
v
TAMIL NA@

19{4. }

Amendment of section 49. In section 143- Tamil Nadu Panchayats Act, Tamil Nadu Act 21 of

143-A. 1994, the secon

AM DU URBAN LOCAL

BODIES ACTY1998.
Amendment of section . ogq;oa il Nadu Urban Local Bodies Tamil Nadu Act 9 of

164-A. roiso to sub-section (1) shall be  1999.
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STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

Rapid population growth, urbanisation, industrialisation and the impacts of climate change have resulted
in increasing stress on the surface water and groundwater resources of the State of Tamil Na nregulated

and to regulate, conserve, manage and develop water resources across the St vernment have
decided to enact a comprehensive new legislation for regulation, management and
water resources of the State by repealing the Chennai Metropolitan Area Groundwater (Regulation) Act,

1987 (Tamil Nadu Act 27 of 1987) so as to ensure an uniform regulatory syst the State. The
proposed legislation provides for constitution of Tamil Nadu Water Resources Ma ment’/Authgrity, District
Committees, formulation of State and District Water Resources Manag nt Pl regulati(@ existing

s for flood

MBRUGAN,

ter Resources.
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MEMORANDUM REGARDING DELEGATED LEGISLATION

Clauses 1(3),5,6(4),8 (1), 11 (3), 12 (1), 13 (2), 14 (1), 15, 17,19 (1), 20 (2), 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27,
31, 32, 33, 36, 37, 38, 40, 41, 42, 45 and 46 of the Bill authorise the Government to issue notifications, make
rules, or pass orders, as the case may be, for the purposes specified therein.

2. The powers delegated are normal and are not of an exceptional character.

Secretariat,
Chennai,
24th January 2026.

5
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Under Rule 130 of the Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly Rules, the
following Bill which was introduced in the Legislative Assembly of the

State of Tamil Nadu on 24th January, 2026 is published together with
Statement of Objects and Reasons for general information:-
L.A.Bill No. 7 of 2026 &

A Bill further to amend the Tamil Nadu
Panchayats Act, 1994.

BE it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of the of
Tamil Nadu in the Seventy-sixth Year of the Republic of |
follows:— .
. This Act may be called the/ Tamil Na Shon't';nd
endment) Act, 2026. co ncement.
to 6

0 QY
s
mendment of

Tamil Nadu A . i i ayats Ack1
of 1994. inci ] section 261-A.

| Act, Validation.

of the villg panchayats,
i h other than
the panchayats in the ' eepuram} Chengalpattu,
Villupuram, Kallakurichi, , Ti thur, Tirunelveli,

and Tenkasi with effect on he 6th day of January 2026,
ointed a ch Special Officers

shall be deemed
ct; amended by this
@en by the said Special
»Qi; on and from the 6th day
e

4

under section 261-
Act, and anythi

) ithithe date of publication of this Act
in the Ta n efte, shall be deemed to have
been valid e%rt e principal Act, as amended
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STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

The municipal councils of Tiruvannamalai, Karaikudi, Pudukkottai and Namakkal have been
upgraded as municipal corporations by including certain village panchayats under clause (e).of sub-
section (1) of section 3 of the Tamil Nadu Urban Local Bodies Act,1998 (Tamil Nadu Act'9 of,1999),
with effect on and from the 12th August 2024.

2. Amalgamation of the said village panchayats with the municipalities will lead to'decrease.in the
total number of village panchayats in the respective panchayat union councils and district panchayats
and it will reflect in the overall process of delimitation and thereafter reservation of seats and office for
the persons belonging to the Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and Women. Likewise, proposals
are under active consideration of the Government for expansion of many municipal corperations,
municipal councils and town panchayats by including certain village panchayats adjoining to these
urban local bodies in 28 Districts. Finalisation of these proposals and notificationiofiexpanded urban
local bodies will also alter the boundaries of village panchayats, panchayat ynion’ councjls and
district panchayats. After completion of the reorganisation process, definite timeline is required for
delimitation of wards and thereafter reservation of seats and office for the pefrsons beloriging to
the Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and Women, which are the fundamental requitgrpents for
conducting elections to the said panchayats.

3. The Honible High Court of Madras in its Order, dated/21.12:2024.inW.P N053626 of 2024
and W.M.P.No#42808 of,2024 has, disposed. the said Writ Petition after recordingﬁfeusubmission of
the Additional Advacate General thatiwithout completion of delimitation and th& p{f‘!éss required for
announcing reservations, the'election forpanchayats will‘not'be notified. ’w

districts other than

4. Inthe,meantime, the tenure of elected representatives of panchayat

the panchayatsyin the districts of Kancheepuram, Chengalpattu, ViIIupu%allakurichi, Vellore,
Ranipet, Tirupathur, JLirunelveli and Tenkasi was due tolexpire on'the ry 2025. Since, the
ordinary election to the said panchayats'in 28 distriets could'net be cow before the 5th January
2025, becauseofithe nen*completion of the process of deIimitatiorﬂYgservation of wards, section
261-A of the Tamil'Nadu Panchayats Act, 1994.(Tamil Nadu Act 2 1994) had been amended by
the Tamil Nadu Panchayats (Amendment) Act, 2025 _(Tamil Nadu of 2025) so as to enable the
Government to appoint Special Officers famthe panchayats iré the §aid 28 districts to administer the
aforesaid panchayats till ordinary electionsito'the said panch are held or till the 5th July 2025,
whichever is earlier. The term has further been extended upto the 5th day January 2026 vide the
Tamil Nadu Panchayats (Fourth Amendment) Act, 2025 ('E;a‘rpil Nadu Act 53 of 2025)

5. The term of office of the Speeial Officers appoi as per section 261-A of the said
Tamil Nadu Act 21 of 1994 was.due to ‘expire on ébth January 2026. Since the process of
reorganisation, delimitation of'wards and reservatign o¥ wards in panchayats would require some
more time, it was not possible to conduct ordinary, elegtion to the said panchayats on or before the
5th January 2026. However, in order to aqu'niala.n\ﬁ;e day to day affairs of the panchayats in the
said 28 districts, the Government issued ordw ing the term of Special Officers for 28 districts
appointed under section"261-Alef,the said"gn" adu Act 21 of 1994 to exercise the powers and
discharging functions/of village panchay: parichayat unions councils and district panchayats with
effect from 06.01.2026 to 05.07.2026.

6. In view of the circumstances 9% above, the Government have decided to amend the
Tamil Nadu Panchayats'Aety1994 ( il Nedu Act 21 of 1994) so as to enable the Government to
extend the term of office of the Special,Officers for a further period of six months upto the 5th July 2026
or until the first. meetingyof,village ayats, panchayat union councils and the district panchayats,
is held afterthe ordinary el(/agtichyo the said panchayats, whichever is earlier and to validate the
action ofthe Government haw tended the term of Special Officers in the said 28 districts beyond
the 5th'January 2026 till the date of publication of this Act in the Tamil Nadu Government Gazette.

7. The Bill seeks to give effect to the above decision.

. PERIYASAMY,
Minister of Rural Development.
Secretariat,
Chennai, K. SRINIVASAN,

24th January 2026. Principal Secretary.
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Under Rule 130 of the Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly Rules, the
following Bill which was introduced in the Legislative Assembly of the

State of Tamil Nadu on 24th January, 2026 is published together with
Statement of Objects and Reasons for general information:-
L.A.Bill No. 8 of 2026
A Bill further to amend the Tamil Nadu Agricultu

Produce Marketing (Regulation) Act, 1987.

BE it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of th
Tamil Nadu in the Seventy-sixth Year of the Republic o
follows:—

1. (1) This Act may be called the Tamil
Produce M ting (Regulation) Amendment Act,

tate of

Tamil Nadu
Act 27 of 19

/

principal Validation.
harging the
ittees, with
25, shall be

sub-section (1) of section

this Act, and anything done ion taken by the said Special
Officers during the period co e 30" day of November
2025 and ending of this Act in the
Tamil Nadu Governmen eemed to have been

ct, as amended by this Act.
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STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS.

Sub-section (1) of section 33 of the Tamil Nadu Agricultural Produce Marketing (Regul ) Act, 1987

Government from time to time subject to the condition that the such order of extension s in inforce
for more than three years in the aggregate. By virtue of the said provision, Special Offi ointed

extension shall remain in force was extended to fourteen years and six month amil Nadu Act 36 of

2024.

2. As some more time is required to nominate members to thre t com 'tlsZJ, namely,
Tiruchirappalli, Cuddalore and ofjthe Special
Officers of the said thr h riod of fourteen
years and six month i i e@ Act.

3. Accordin d to amend the proviso to sub sact&)bﬁ) of section 33 of
the said Tamil i ifi i i teé’hg/ears and six months
in order to e i i t co‘r#hﬁ)ees for a further period
of one year a i i rkét committees beyond 29
November 2025. 4

4. The Bill s

M.R\K. PANNEERSELVAM,
Min or Agriculture-Farmers Welfare.
Secretariat, QO
Chennai, ,Q K. SRINIVASAN,
24th January 2026. » ,\’ Principal Secretary.
Q V'
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Under Rule 130 of the Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly Rules, the
following Bill which was introduced in the Legislative Assembly of the

State of Tamil Nadu on 24th January, 2026 is published together with
Statement of Objects and Reasons for general information:-
L.A.Bill No. 9 of 2026
A Bill further to amend the
ate of

Tamil Nadu Prevention of Begging Act, 1945

BE it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of the
Tamil Nadu in the Seventy-sixth Year of the Republic of |
follows:—

1. (1) This Act may be called the Tamil Nad
Begging endment) Act, 2026.

hort 'tlsz
commencement.
%ment of

g Ath
, the expression’ 4/ section 4.

3 shall Iy%/
apm

revention

Tamil Nadu Act XIlI
of 1945.

ressio'Npr section Amendment of
section 6.

ression “other Amendment of
section 10.

be omitted. Omission of section
10-A.

the princi cty"for the expression Amendment of
pres ‘'section 8,9 or 10” shall section 11.
be substituted. ’\,

ection 12-A of e@Act shall be omitted. Omission of section
12-A.

f mprincipal Act, in the proviso to Amendment of
’;%syion “a contagious leper or” shall be  section 15.

n f te principal Act ,— Amendment of
) ] . section 23.
(1)int rginal heading, the expression “lepers and”
all be omitt
- i 2) —
( ID/ ub-section (2),
(a) clause (a) shall be omitted;

(b)in clause (b), the expression “other than leprosy”
shall be omitted.
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(3) in sub-section (3),—

(a) the expression “a contagious leper or”, occurring
in two places, shall be omitted;

(b) clause (i) shall be omitted.

(4) in sub-section (4), the expressions “the Lepers Act,
1898 (Central Act 1l of 1898) or”, “leper asylum appointed und
section 3 of the Lepers Act, 1898 (Central Act Ill of 1898) or a
“the Superintendent of such leper asylum or”, “under section

10-A or section 12-A or” and the expression “as the case may

be” occurring in two places, shall be omitted. v

5%
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STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS.

The Hon’ble Supreme Court of India in its order dated 07.05.2025 in W.P(Civil) No.83 of 2010 has directed
to constitute a Committee to identify all the State laws, pre or post Constitution where th
expressions in respect of the leprosy affected or cured persons are still part of the Stat including
the subordinate legislations and also directed that the Committee to make recommen
Government for suitable amendments therein.

2. It is identified that some of the provisions of the Tamil Nadu Preventi f Begging Act,1945
(Tamil Nadu Act XIll of 1945) are discriminating the leprosy affected or cured
the above order of the Supreme Court of India, the Government have decided to“omit su
provisions of the said Tamil Nadu Act XIII of 1945.

3. The Bill seeks to give effect to the above decision.

Minister for Social Welfare and Women I:;ngerment.

Secretariat, . (b"
Chennai, K%NWASAN,
24th January, 6. Pripcipd Secretary.

5






TAMIL NADU GOVERNMENT GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY 113

Under Rule 130 of the Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly Rules, the
following Bill which was introduced in the Legislative Assembly of the

State of Tamil Nadu on 24th January, 2026 is published together with
Statement of Objects and Reasons for general information:-
L.A.Bill No. 10 of 2026

A Bill further to amend the Tamil Nadu Schools
(Regulation of Collection of Fee) Act, 2009.

BE it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of the *§
Tamil Nadu in the Seventy-sixth Year of the Republic of |
follows: —

/

Tamil Nadu Act
of 2009.

Q Amendment of
ollowin sub@ti n shall be section 5.
oft@wing members,

namely:—
(a) aretired High Court - hairperson;
Judge, nomi %

A - Ex-officio Member;

- Ex-officio Member;
- Ex-officio Member;

- Ex-officio Member;

- Member;
State Parent-Teachers
Association to be nominated
by the Government
(9) An officer not below the - Ex-officio Member-
rank of Deputy Secretary Secretary.”;

to Government, School
Education Department.
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(2) after sub-section (4), the following sub-sections shall be
added, namely:—

“(4-A) The member nominated under clause (f) of sub-section
(2) shall hold office for a term of three years from the date of his
nomination:
Provided that when the office of the nominated memb
becomes vacant for any reason, a new member shall be nomina
in his place and such member shall hold office so long the

Id

member whose place he fills would have been entitled to
office, if such vacancy had not occurred:

Provided further that such member shall cease to be a
of the said committee from the date on which he ceases to a

under his hand addressed to the Govern
he shall continue to sold ice unti

overnment a‘tlbﬁ
lause (f) o 2) has W
ice or has been guilty of miseeqduct

the Go ent

,opgp ity

e office.

’ Nb—section

allowances

QﬂZz
i

2

Amendment of
section 6.

“(5) The fee determing, e committee shall be binding
ivate schools/an lid a period of three academic

.
-sectic;h‘i’;/s so substituted, the following sub-

section shall be insertedf™amely.—

ry ategchool shall, before the expiry of the
of the fe rmined under sub-section (5), submit an
ien fqr ision of fee, within such time, in such form



TAMIL NADU GOVERNMENT GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY 115

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS
The Tamil Nadu Schools (Regulation of Collection of Fee) Act, 2009 (Tamil Nadu Act 22 of 2009) was

justifiable, and imposed only for bona fide educational purposes.

2. Now, it has been proposed to induct a parent member from the Tamil Nadu
Association as a member of the said Committee in order to give representation to pare
Further, it is also proposed to include the Director of Private Schools in lieu of t
Schools in the said Committee since the post of Director of Matriculation Schools has been
the Director of Private Schools, and also to nominate a Government officer k of Deputy

tions_against the

@ the time
ecision of

rporated in the %Tamil Nadu Act 22

amil NacyA\augz of 2009 suitably for

4. The Bill s isi Q

oy

MAHESH POYYAMOZHI,

3. To achiev

isions have to be inco
of 2009. The G i

ided to amend

Q inister for School Education.
%,Q
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MEMORANDUM REGARDING DELEGATED LEGISLATION

Clauses 1(2), 3 and 4 of the Bill authorise the Government to issue notification or to make rules for the
purposes specified therein.

2. The powers delegated are normal and not of an exceptional character.

ANBIL MAHE YYAMOZHI,
Minister forSchoo catijon.

Secretariat,
Chennai, . I AN,
24th January 2026. Principal Secretar,@
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