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(Authoritative English Text of this Department Notification No. Ind-11(F)6-11/2024-11,
dated ZS.@Z% as required under clause (3) of article 348 of the Constitution of India).

No. Ind-1i{F)6-11/2024-1I

Government of Himachal Pradesh
Department of Industries

Dated: /gﬁ January, 2026

NOTIFICATION

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 15 read with section 23C

of the Mines and Minerals {Development and Regulation) Act, 1957, the Governor,

Himachal Pradesh is pleased to make the following rules further to amend the Himachal

Pradesh Minor Minerals (Concession) and Minerals (Prevention of Illégal Mining,

Transportation and Storage) Rules, 2015 notified vide this department’s notification No.

Ind-1I(F)6-14/2014, dated 13.03.2015 and published in the Rajpatra, Himachal Pradesh

dated 21.03.2015,namely:-

Short title and
commencement.

1.

(1) These rules may be called the Himachal Pradesh
Minor Minerals (Concession) and Minerals {Prevention
of lllegal Mining, Transportation and Storage) Eighth
Amendment Rules, 2026.

(2) These rules shall come into force from the date of their
publication in the Rajpatra (e-Gazette), Himachal

Pradesh.

Amendment of
rule 2.

In rule 2 of the Himachal Pradesh Minor Minerals
{Concession) and Minerals (Prevention of lilegal Mining,
Transportation and Storage) Rules, 2015 (hereinafter
referred to as ‘said rules’), in sub-rule (1), for clause (h), the
following shall be substituted, namely:-
“th)'Competent Authority’ means such authority as the
Government may declare to be the Competent Authority
for the purpose of these rules and in case of Forest Land,
the Principle Chief Conservator of Forests (PCCF),
Himachal Pradesh State Forest Department shall be the

Competent Authority;”.
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Amendment
rule 7.

of

In rule 7 of the said rules, for the word “State Geologist”,
the word “Competent Authority” shall be substituted.

Amendment
rule 10.

of

in rule 10 of the said rules,-

(a) after sub-rule (1), the following proviso shall be inserted,
namely:-
“Provided that in case of forest land, the concerned
Assistant Conservator of Forest/ Range Forest Officer
shall be the Member Secretary and the concerned
Geologist or Assistant Geologist or Mining Officer shall
be member of the Joint Inspection Committee; and
(b) for sub-rule (3) the foliowing shall be substituted,
namely:-
“(3) The Joint Inspection Committee shall appraise the
mine/quarry site and send its observation and
recommendation to the State Geologist and in case of
Forest Land, to the Principal Chief Conservator of
Forests (PCCF), Himachal Pradesh State Forest
Department. In case the area applied for mining lease
falls in Government land or attracts the provisions of
the Forést Conservation Act, 1980, the report shall be
Forest Officer

countersigned by the Divisional

concerned.”.

Amendment
rule 15.

of

In rule 15 of the said rules, for sub-rule (1), the following
shall be substituted, namely:-

“(1) The applicant shall deposit as security a sum as
specified in the First Scheduie in the shape of fixed
deposit receipt (FDR) duly pledged in favour of the
Director or PCCF as the case may be, for due observance

of terms and conditions of Lease deed.”.

Amendment
rule 17.

of

In rule 17 of the said rules, for sub-rule (1), the following
shall be substituted, namely:-

“(1) On the basis of observations and recommendations

made by the Joint Inspection Committee, Letter of Intent




for a term of two years shall be issued by the Competent
Authority and in case of forest land, by the PCCF in favour
of applicant for obtaining requisite environmental and
other clearances from concerned Departments and
completjon of other required formalities for the grant of
mining lease.

In case, the Letter of intent holder fails to
procure the requisite clearances in the above said period,
the further extension of the period of Letter of Intent
shall be decided by the Competent Authority after
reviewing the reasons and progress made for obtaining

requisite clearances by the Letter of Intent holder.”.

Amendment of |7. | Inrule 19 of the said rules, sub-rule {1)

rule 19. (a) for clause (b), the following shall be substituted,
namely:-
“(b) for calculating the royalty the lessee shall

submit by the 10" of every month to the Mining office
or PCCF in case of forest land, a return in Form-'G'
giving the total quantity of minor mineral(s) raised and
despatched from the leased area in the preceding
calendar month and its value and in case of mineral
based industry the monthly electricity consumption bill
and other requisite details also. If the lessee does not
deposit royalty due for the preceding month by 10" of
month, 24% per annum simple interest shall be charged
for the default period after 10" of month; and
{(b) for clause (c), the following shall be substituted,
namely:-
“(c) the lessee shall also furnish by the 15t April, every
year to the Director, to the concerned Mining Officer

and also to the PCCF as the case may be, a statement

giving information in Form-‘H’ regarding quantity and




value of minor mineral(s) obtained during the last
financial year, average number of regular labourers
employed {(men and women separately) and number

of days worked and wages paid to them separately;”.

Amendment
rule 23,

of

In rule 23 of the said rules;-

(a) in sub-rule (1), for the proviso the following shall be
substituted, namely:-

“Provided that in the case of forest land, the PCCF shall
be the competent authority for the grant of mineral
concession in the form of contract and the period of
contract may be extended upto a maximurﬁ period of
fifteen years.”;

(b} for sub-rule (4), the following shall be substituted
namely:-
“The Agreement deed shall be executed by the
successful bidder or tender with the Director and in
case of forest land, with the PCCF or any other
authorized officer in the Form-‘K’ and the mining
operations shall be carried out in accordance with the
terms and conditions of the agreement deed.”;

(c) for sub-rule (6), the following shall be substituted,

namely:-
“(a) The collection/lifting of mineral from the

riverbeds with the help of tyre mounted loader with
backhoe upto 80 Horse Power shall not be treated as
mechanical mining and the use of such loader shall be
allowed with the permission of Director and in case of
forest land, by the PCCF after depositing fee and
security as specified in the FIRST SCHEDULE. The
Director or the PCCF as the case may be may issue
such permission under the following terms and

conditions:-

1



(i) Only collection and lifting of the mineral is
allowed.

(ii) Natural flow of the water shall not be disturbed;

(iii) The collection of mineral shall be done in a
scientific manner; 4

(iv) Any other condition imposed by the Director or
PCCF as the case may be;

(v} Any violation of terms and conditions imposed
while granting such permission shall result in
cancellation of permission and forfeiture of
sebcurity amount thereof:

(b) The excavation /digging of minerals from riverbed
with excavator shall be treated as mechanical
mining for which the mineral concession holder
shall obtain all the necessary statutory clearances
from concerned departments prior to the
permission from the Director or the PCCF as the
case may be, after depositing fee and security as
specified in the FIRST SCHEDULE. The Director or
the PCCF as the case may be, may issue such
permission under the following terms and
conditions:-

(i) Natural flow of the water shall not be
disturbed;

(i) The excavation/digging of mineral shall be
done in a scientific manner as per the
conditions stipulated in the clearances;

(i) Any other condition imposed by the Director
or the PCCF as the case may be,;

(iv) Any violation of terms and conditions
imposed while granting such permission shall

result in cancellation of permission and

5




forfeiture of security amount thereof.

(c) The lease holder may use excavator in hill slope
mining with the permission of Geological Wing or
the PCCF as the case may be, after depositing feeA
and security as specified in the FIRST SCHEDULE.”.

Substitution
rule 25,

of

For rule 25 of the said rules, the following shall be
substituted, namely:-

“25. Notice of Auction or Tender.-The auction or tender
shall be notified by the Director or the PCCF as the case

may be, in the following manner:-

(i) on the notice Board of the Director, PCCF, concerned
Sub-Divisional Officer (Civil), concerned Divisional
Forest Officer, the Mining Officer and at least in two
newspapers one being in Hindi having  wide
circulation in the area, where the mine/quarry is
situated;

(ii) In the Himachal Pradesh Government Gazette by
publishing the auction notice at least 30 days before
the date of auction or tender. A copy of the auction
or tender notice shall be sent to the Iocél authority
having jurisdiction over the area, where the mine is
situated for giving wide puinci,tY.

(iii) the notice of auction or tender shall contain a brief
description regarding the place, date, time and
method including earnest money and mode of
payment thereof of auction or tender. The detail of
mine/quarry to be given on contract, the period of
contract and the detailed description about the
reserve value, earnest money, terms and conditions
of the auction or tender, location of mine and other
relevant information shall be available in the Office

of the State Geologist, PCCF as the casé may be and
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Mining Officer concerned.

(iv)The terms and conditions and description of the
contract shall be read out for the intending bidders
at the time of auction. In case of tender, the terms,
conditions and the descriptions of the contract shall

be annexed with the tender form.”.

Amendment
rule 26

of

10.

In rule 26 of the said rules, for proviso after sub-rule (6), the
following shall be substituted, namely:-

“Provided that if the Director or the PCCF as the case may
be, is satisfied that the holder of ‘Letter of Intent’ is not
responsible for the delay in procuring the various
clearances, he shall extend the period for further one
year. In case, the holder of ‘Letter of Intent’ fails to
procure the requisite clearances in the extended period,
the decision shall only be taken by the Government to
extend the period of ‘Letter of Intent’ and in case the
holder of ‘Letter of Intent’ fails to procure the requisite
clearances even in the extended period, the ‘Letter of
Intent’ shall be withdrawn and security amount
deposited under sub-rule (3) of this rule shall be forfeited
to the Gover.nment and the area shall be put to re-

auction or re-tendering.”.

Amendment
rule 27.

of

11.

In rule 27 of the said rules, for sub-rule (1) the following
shall be substituted, namely:-

“Every tender shall be submitted to the Director or the
PCCF, as the case may be, or any other officer authorized
in this behalf, in a sealed cover super scribed with the

relevant details of the tenderer.”.

Amendment
rule 34.

of

12.

In rule 34 of the said rules, sub-rule (ix), the following shall
be substituted, namely:-

“no mining shall be allowed in forest land without no

objection certificate (NoC) from the Competent




Authority of Forest Department including any other land

where there is growth of trees;”.

Amendment
rule 57.

of

13.

In rule 57 of the said rules, sub-rule (2) shall be substituted,
namely:-
“If the mining operations are not carried out in

accordance with the mining plan or Lease Deed or
Agreement Deed as referred under sub-rule (1), the State
Geologiét or Geologist or Assistant Geologist or Mining
Officer or the PCCF as the case may be, may pass an
order for suspension of all or any of the mining operation
and permit continuance of only such operation as may be
necessary to restore the conditions in the mine envisaged
under the said mining plan or Lease Deed or Agreement

Deed.”.

Amendment
FOURTH
SCHEDULE.

of

14.

For FOURTH SCHEDULE appended to the said rules the
following shall be substituted, namely:-

FOURTH SCHEDULE
DELEGATION OF POWERS UNDER VARIOUS PROVISIONS OF
THE HIMACHAL PRADESH MINOR MINERALS (CONCESSION)
AND MINERALS (PREVENTION OF ILLEGAL MINING,
TRANSPORTATION AND STORAGE) RULES, 2015

Sr. | Rule | Limit Authorised Limit
No. Officers
1. [ 7& Power to State Throughout
16(2) | receive Geologist/PCCF State of
application Himachal
of grant/ Pradesh
renewal of
mining lease.
2. | 8(3) | Powerto State Throughout
Acknowledge | Geologist/PCCF State of
Application Himachal
Pradesh
3. 19 Power to State . Throughout
assign Geologist/PCCF State of
priority for Himachal"
mining lease Pradesh
4. | 9(4) | Powerto State Geologist | Throughout
refuse whole | for an area State of
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or part of upto 1.5 Hects. | Himachal
area applied | Director of | Pradesh
for mining Industries for
lease. an area above

1.5 Hects. to

3.0 Hects.

PCCF in case of

forest land

17 Power to PCCF in case of | Throughout
issue Letter Forest Land ‘State of
of Intent State Geologist | Himachal

for an area Pradesh
upto 1.5 Hects.

Director of

Industries for

an area above

1.5 Hects. to

3.0 Hects.

17 Power to State Geologist | Throughout
issue Letter | for an area State of
of Intent & upto 1.5 Hects. | Himachal
grant of Director of | Pradesh
mining lease | Industries for

an area above
1.5 Hects. to
3.0 Hects.

23(2) | Power to Government | Throughout

26(6) | issue Letter and PCCF in State of

27(7) | of Intent case of Forest | Himachal

Land Pradesh

33 Power to | Mining Officer | Within the
grant upto 10,000 | jurisdiction
permission Metric Tonnes | of
for lifting/ per month at a | concerned
transportatio | time and not | Mining
n of mineral. | exceeding office.

20,000 MT per

work.

State Geologist | 1nroughout

upto 30,000 the State of

Metric Tonnes | Himachal
Pradesh.

per month.




Endst. No. Ind-1i(F})6-11/2024-1
Copy is forwarded for information and necessary action to:-
All the Administrative Secretaries to the Government of Himachal Pradesh.

The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (HoFF), Himachal Pradesh State Forest

1.
2.

©®NOUV R W

Department, Shimla-1,

The Director of Industries, H.P. Shimla-2.
All the Deputy Commissioners, Himachal Pradesh.
The State Geologist/Geologists Zone |, II, Il and IV, Himachal Pradesh, Shimla-9.
All the General Manager, District Industries Centre in Himachal Pradesh.

All the Mining Officers in Himachal Pradesh.
The Controller, Printer & Stationary, HP Shimla-05.

Guard File.

Director of
Industries
more than Throughout
30, 000 and up the State of
to 50,000 Himachal
metric Tonnes | Pradesh.
per month and
above 50,000
Metric Tonnes
by the
Government.
9. |57(3) | Powerto State In their
&71 | |odge Geologist, respective
complaints PCCF and jurisdiction
Mining Officer
10. | 63 Power to Mining Officer | In their
sign Form ‘N’ | and PCCF respective
jurisdiction
By order,

R.D Nazeem, IAS
Addl. Chief Secretary (Industries) to the
Government of Himachal Pradesh
Dated: I’S January, 2026

S

ana)

Under Secretary (Industries) to the
Government of Himachal Pradesh

%k 3k
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