GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA

No. HFW 155 FPR 2025. Karnataka Government Secretariat,
Vikasa Soudha,
Dr| | B.R. Ambedkar Veedhi,
Bengalooru, dated: 11-11-2025.

CIRCULAR

Sub:- Prosecution of fake doctors and Medical
Establishments employing such doctors.

Fdededdekk

It is considered necessary to bring it to the notice of all concerned
officers regarding various provisions of law regarding the subject matter. These
provisions are as follows:

1. Action against fake doctors

1. Prosecution of Fake doctors: - As per the provisions of Karnataka
Ayurvedic, Naturopathy, Siddha, Unani and Yoga Practitioners” Registration and
Medical Practitioners’ Miscellaneous Provisions Act, 1961 (Karnataka Act 9 of 1962):

a. Under Section 34 of the Act, a person who is not registered under, -

i. the Karnataka Medical Registration Act, 1961; or
ii. the Karnataka Homeopathic Practitioners Act; 1961; or
iii. the Indian Medical Register maintained under the Indian Medical
Council Act, 1956; or
iv. the list mentioned in section 18,
v. Chapter II of this Act; or

shall not practice or hold himself out, whether directly or by
implication, as practicing for personal gain any system of medicine,
surgery or midwifery.

b. Under section 36 of the said Act, any person who acts in contravention
of the provisions of section 34 and 35 of this Act, shall on conviction, be
punished with fine which may extend to rupees twenty five thousand
for the first offence, to a fine of rupees two lakhs fifty thousand and
imprisonment of one year for the second offence and a fine of rupees
five lakhs and imprisonment for a term not exceeding three years for
every subsequent offence after the conviction of such person for such
subsequent offence .”
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c. A special task force has been constituted under section 40(2) of the said
Act vide Notification no. HFW 325 PIM 2017, dated 29-08-2017. This task
force is mandated to take action to inspect unregistered /fake /quack
doctors and to prosecute them and send monthly report to the State
Government. The task force consists of the following members:

i.  The Deputy commissioner or his representative;
ii. The senior most Police Officer of the District or his representative;
iii. The District AYUSH officer;
iv.  The Registrar, the Karnataka Ayurveda and Unani Board;
v.  District level nominated Advocate (one advocate nominated by
the Department of Health and Family Welfare;
vi.  District level Social Worker (one social worker nominated by the
District Health and Family Welfare Officer).

2. Action against the Medical Establishment employing unqualified Doctors or
paramedical staff under Karnataka Private Medical Establishments Act, 2007:-

a. Since, the Medical establishments employing the fake/unqualified
doctors would not have got registration under the Karnataka Private
Medical Establishments Act 2007, these can be prosecuted as per section
19(1) of the said Act, which states that any person running a private
medical establishment without registration shall en conviction is also
liable for imprisonment for a term which may extend to three years with
fine which extend to one lakh rupees.

b. Further, such an un-registered medical establishment can also be levied
a penalty up to fifty thousand rupees by the Registration and Grievance
Redressal Authority under section 15(1) of the ‘Act. Moreover, such an
establishment is also liable for immediate closure.

¢. Moreover, such a Medical establishment having employed unqualified
doctors or para medical staff can also-be prosecuted under section
19(1A) of the Karnataka Private Medieal Establishments Act, 2007,
which prescribes that such Private Meédical Establishment shall on
conviction be liable for an imprisonment for a term which may extend
to three years and with a fine which'may extend to one lakh rupees and
on conviction be liable for immediate closure of the establishment under
section 19(2) of the said Act.

d. Inaddition to this, a private medical Establishment violating any of the
provisions of the Karnataka Private Medical Establishments Act or Rules
or any of the conditions of registration, is also liable for suspension or
cancellation of registration under sub-section (5) of section 15 of the
Karnataka Private Medical Establishments Act, 2007 and for a fine which
may extend to rupees one lakh under sub-section (5) of section 19 of the
said Act.
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e. In addition, since such an establishment would not have taken
registration under the Biomedical Waste Management Rules, 2016, such
an establishment is also liable for action under these Rules. Those
establishments which run in violation of the said Rules or run without
authorisation are liable for a penalty provided under section 15 of the
Environment Protection Act, 1986. Such private medical establishment
shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to
five years with fine which may extend to one lakh rupees, or with both,
and in case the failure or contravention continues, with additional fine
which may extend to five thousand rupees for every day during which
such failure or contravention continues after the conviction for the first
such failure or contravention. In case of continued contravention
beyond a period of one year after the date of conviction, the offender
shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to
seven years. The District Level Monitoring Committee. under the
Chairmanship of the Deputy Commissioner of the District, with District
Health Officer as the Member Secretary, has the duty-to take action
against such establishments.

AVITHRA )
Under Secretary to Government,
Health and Family Welfare
Department (Family Welfare).

)

The Commissioner, Health and Family Welfare Services, Arogya Soudha,
Magadi Road, Bengaluru .

The Commissioner, Ayush Department, Dhanvatri Road, Anand Rao Circle,
Bengaluru.

All Deputy Commissioners and Chairman, KPME Registration and Grievance
Redressal Authority.

The Director, Health and Family Welfare Services, Arogya Soudha, Magadi
Road, Bengaluru.

The Deputy Director (KPME), Health and Family Welfare Services, Arogya
Soudha, Magadi Road, Bengaluru.

The Registrar, the Karnataka Ayurveda and Unani Board, Bengaluru.

All District Health Officer’s (Through Director, Health and Family Welfare
Services).
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8. All District Ayush Officer’s (Through Ayush Commissioner).
9. The Guard File.

Copy To:
e Principal Secretary to Government, Health and Family Welfare
Department, Vikasa Soudha, Bengalooru.

2. The Deputy Secretary to Government4, Health and Family Welfare
Department, Vikasa Soudha, Bengalooru.



